
AUTHORITIES FOR GRAND JURY INQUIRIES 
 

The authority for our inquiries is sanctioned by one or more of the following sections of the 

California Penal Code: 

 

§919(b): “The grand jury shall inquire into the condition and management of public prisons within 

the county.” 

 

§925: “The grand jury shall investigate and report on the operations, accounts, and records of the 

officers, departments, or functions of the county including those operations, accounts, and records of 

any special legislative district or other district in the county created pursuant to state law for which 

the officers of the county are serving in their ex officio capacity as officers of the districts. The 

investigations may be conducted on some selective basis each year, but the grand jury shall not 

duplicate any examination of financial statements which has been performed by or for the board of 

supervisors pursuant to Section 25250 of the Government Code; this provision shall not be construed 

to limit the power of the grand jury to investigate and report on the operations, accounts, and records 

of the officers, departments, or functions of the county”. 

 

§925(a): “The grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any incorporated city or 

joint powers agency located in the county. In addition to any other investigatory powers granted by 

this chapter, the grand jury may investigate and report upon the operations, accounts, and records of 

the officers, departments, functions, and the method or system of performing the duties of any such 

city or joint powers agency and make such recommendations as it may deem proper and fit. The 

grand jury may investigate and report upon the needs of all joint powers agencies in the county, 

including the abolition or creation of agencies and the equipment for, or the method or system of 

performing the duties of, the several agencies. It shall cause a copy of any such report to be 

transmitted to the governing body of any affected agency. As used in this section, "joint powers 

agency" means an agency described in Section 6506 of the Government Code whose jurisdiction 

encompasses all or part of a county.” 

 

§928: “Every grand jury may investigate and report upon the needs of all county officers in the 

county, including the abolition or creation of offices and the equipment for, or the method or system 



of performing the duties of, the several offices. Such investigation and report shall be conducted 

selectively each year. The grand jury shall cause a copy of such report to be transmitted to each 

member of the board of supervisors of the county.” 

 

§933.5: “A grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any special-purpose 

assessing or taxing district located wholly or partly in the county or the local agency formation 

commission in the county, and, in addition to any other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, 

may investigate and report upon the method or system of performing the duties of such district or 

commission.” 

 

§933.6: “A grand jury may at any time examine the books and records of any nonprofit corporation 

established by or operated on behalf of a public entity the books and records of which it is authorized 

by law to examine, and, in addition to any other investigatory powers granted by this chapter, may 

investigate and report upon the method or system of performing the duties of such nonprofit 

corporation.”  

 



AUTHORITIES FOR AGENCY RESPONSES 
 

The following section of the California Penal Code is cited as the authority under which each 

agency must respond to the Superior Court: 

 

§933.05 (a): For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each grand jury finding, the 

responding person or entity shall indicate one of the following: 

(1) The respondent agrees with the finding. 
(2) The respondent disagrees wholly or partially with the finding, in which case the 

response shall specify the portion of the finding that is disputed and shall include an 
explanation of the reasons therefore. 

 

§933.05 (b): For purposes of subdivision (b) of Section 933, as to each grand jury 

recommendation, the responding person or entity shall report one of the following actions: 

(1) The recommendation has been implemented, with a summary regarding the 
implemented action. 

(2) The recommendation has not yet been implemented, but will be implemented in the 
future, with a timeframe for implementation. 

(3) The recommendation requires further analysis, with an explanation and the scope and 
parameters of an analysis or study, and a timeframe for the matter to be prepared for 
discussion by the officer or head of the agency or department being investigated or 
reviewed, including the governing body of the public agency when applicable. This 
timeframe shall not exceed six months from the date of publication of the grand jury 
report. 

(4) The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not warranted or is not 
reasonable, with an explanation therefore. 

 

§933.05 (c): However, if a finding or recommendation of the grand jury addresses budgetary or 

personnel matters of a county agency or department headed by an elected officer, both the 

agency or department head and the board of supervisors shall respond if requested by the grand 

jury, but the response of the board of supervisors shall address only those budgetary or personnel 

matters over which it has some decision making authority. The response of the elected agency or 

department head shall address all aspects of the findings or recommendations affecting his or her 

agency or department. 

 



§933.05 (d): A grand jury may request a subject person or entity to come before the grand jury 

for the purpose of reading and discussing the findings of the grand jury report that relates to that 

person or entity in order to verify the accuracy of the findings prior to their release. 

 

§933.05 (e): During an investigation, the grand jury shall meet with the subject of that 

investigation regarding the investigation, unless the court, either on its own determination or 

upon request of the foreperson of the grand jury, determines that such a meeting would be 

detrimental. 

 

§933.05 (f): A grand jury shall provide to the affected agency a copy of the portion of the grand 

jury report relating to that person or entity two working days prior to its public release and after 

the approval of the presiding judge. No officer, agency, department, or governing body of a 

public agency shall disclose any contents of the report prior to the public release of the final 

report. 
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