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WHERE CAN I PARK MY MOTORCYCLE? 
 

 
 

PURPOSE 
 

This report addresses the procedures used by the City of San Luis Obispo Public Works 

Department’s Parking Services to restrict and limit motorcycle parking within the city of San 

Luis Obispo. 

 

 

AUTHORITY 
 

The California Penal Code grants the Grand Jury authority to investigate and report on the 

method or system of operation used by any incorporated city or joint powers agency located in 

the county.  The Grand Jury may then make recommendations based on their findings.  The 

involved parties are then required by penal code1 to respond to the Superior Court.    

                                                 
1 Penal Code: §933.05, (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) 
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METHOD 

 

As part of its investigation, Grand Jurors did the following: 

 Interviewed the City of San Luis Obispo Deputy Director of Public Works 

 Interviewed the City of San Luis Obispo Parking Services Manager 

 Inspected the public parking structures in the city 

 Inspected motorcycle parking spaces in the city   

 Researched parking barrier gate manufacturer’s specifications 

 Reviewed AMA report on motorcycle parking 

(http://www.amadirectlink.com/index.asp) 

 

 
 

NARRATIVE 

 

The popularity of motorcycles as a daily form of transportation is greatly increasing due to 

congestion and the rise in fuel costs.  The number of motorcycle registrations for local counties 

is2: 

 San Luis Obispo County - 9,704 

 Santa Barbara County - 10,647 

                                                 
2 Based on State DMV Office of Statistics for 2006 registrations 
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 Monterey County  - 7,528 

 Kern County - 16,432 

 

The city owns and operates three public parking facilities within the downtown area.  There are 

1,027 parking spaces in the structures that motorcycles are banned from.  This seriously limits 

the number of weather resistant parking spaces for motorcycles.  The auto drivers are not 

charged for parking on Sundays and after various evening hours.  According to the Parking 

Services Manager, since the gate arms are up during times of non-operation, the motorcyclist can 

also park in the structure without charge.  This would seem to allow equal access for motorcycle 

parking, except there are signs posted that state “No Motorcycle Parking.”  There are no signs 

posted that would allow motorcycle access during certain days or times.  The Marsh Street 

structure has four spaces on the street level for motorcycles, but unlike the autos that go into the 

structure, the motorcyclist has to pay the meter in advance.  The auto drivers take a ticket and 

pay for the time used when exiting the structure. 

 

The City of San Luis Obispo originally issued its “Motorcycle Parking in Parking Structures 

Policy” in 1984, and updated it in 1996.  The policy states:  

PURPOSE: “To reduce the City’s liability and protect the public from bodily injury or 

property damage.” 

POLICY: “Motorcycles are restricted from parking in the City’s parking structures.  

This decision is based upon the manufacturers’ recommendation to prohibit 

motorcycles from using the structures, given the potential of motorcycle 

users to be injured by the gate arms.  This restriction of motorcycles from 

the parking structures reduces the City’s liability and protects the 

motorcycle user from bodily injury.  This policy also reduces the risk of 

property damage to the user and the City.” 

 

According to the City staff interviewed by the Grand Jury, this decision is based upon the 

manufacturers’ recommendation to prohibit motorcycles from using the structures, due to the 

potential injury of motorcycle users by the gate arms.  They also stated that restriction of 

motorcycles from the parking structures reduces the City’s potential liability.  The American 
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Motorcyclist Association (AMA) has reviewed these restrictive motorcycle parking issues for 

numerous cities.  The AMA legislative affairs specialist, Imre Szauter, stated, “Any publicly 

funded parking facility should have provisions for motorcycle parking.”3  

 

One of the ways the AMA assists motorcyclists is to work with cities that have implemented 

restrictive parking for motorcycles.  The AMA worked with the City of Sacramento and 

motorcyclists regarding a municipal parking garage.  The City’s liability concerns were 

addressed by reducing the length of the gate, and by creating free parking areas for motorcycles 

by utilizing space that could not be used for automobile parking. 

 

Another issue the City has raised regarding allowing motorcycles into the parking structures was 

the possible inability of motorcycles to properly trigger the loop sensors for the gate arm.  The 

loop sensor lowers the parking gate after the driver pays and the vehicle leaves the structure.   

During the Grand Jury interview with the Parking Services Manager (PSM), the adjustments of 

this system were discussed.  The PSM agreed that the sensitivity for the loop has been adjusted 

in the past.  

  

The Deputy Director of Public Works (DDPW) stated the City did not have engineering data that 

reviewed any safety issues regarding gate usage by motorcyclists.  The DDPW suggested finding 

the information at the manufacturers’ web site.  The Grand Jury researched the product and 

specifications4 for the parking barrier gate used by the City of San Luis Obispo.  The 

specifications, while addressing the abilities of the gate electronics to diagnose, test and adjust 

the loop detectors do not address any exclusion for motorcycles.  

 

 

                                                 
3 AMA web article Parking Gates vs. Motorcycles (http://www.Amadirectlink.com/roadride/riderresc/Gates.asp) 
 
4 See Attachment A 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

The City of San Luis Obispo issued a policy twenty-four years ago based on liability concerns.  

Their main concern was to protect the motorcyclist from being injured by the exit gate in the 

parking structures.  In interviews with the DDPW and the PSM there was no data presented that 

documented injuries or litigation resulting from a motorcyclist being struck by a gate because 

motorcycles are not allowed in the structures.  The gates used in parking structures in San Luis 

Obispo are of a short design that may facilitate motorcycle entrance and exit.  The City has been 

excluding motorcycles based on a policy that references the gate manufacturers’ 

recommendation to restrict motorcycles.  The Grand Jury did not receive any data from the 

DDPW or the gate manufacturer that would support banning motorcycles for safety issues. 

 

 

FINDINGS 

 

1. The City does not allow motorcycles to park in city public parking structures. 

 

2. The City has stated there are technical concerns in allowing motorcycle access into the 

parking structures.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

 

1. The City should review its procedures to accommodate safe and equal access for 

motorcycles in City parking structures. (Finding 1) 
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REQUIRED RESPONSES 
 

1. San Luis Obispo City Council 

 

2. San Luis Obispo City Administrator  

 

All responses shall be submitted to the Presiding Judge at the Superior Court of California by 

October 28, 2008.  Please provide a copy to the Grand Jury as well.  The mailing addresses for 

delivery are: 

 

Presiding Judge Grand Jury 

Presiding Judge Martin Tangeman 

Superior Court of California 

1035 Palm, Room 385 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93408 

San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury 

P.O. Box 4910 

San Luis Obispo, CA  93403 

 



2007-2008 San Luis Obispo County Grand Jury Report 
Where Can I Park My Motorcycle 

Page: 7 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

PARKING BARRIER GATE SPECIFICATIONS 
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